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TOWN OFFICERS 


Moderator F. J. Hutchins 
Clerk W. W. Eastman 
Selectmen, L. H. Parker, F. J. Hutchins, I. E. Elbott 
‘Treasurer S. H. Dexter 
Collector Co Gy tyler 


Supervisors of Checklist, G. H. Clark, V. A. Brooks. 
S. J. Hutchins. : 

Sexton L. H. Parker, James Crimmins 

Road Agent, J. E. Gox, G. N. Belyea, N, Burke 

Surveyors of wood and lumber, W. W. Eastman, G. 
N. Belyea, M. C. Bowles. 

Library Trustee, M. C. Bowles, W. W. Eastman, L. H. 
Parker. 

Trustee of Town Funds, 8. H. Dexter, W. W. Eastman 
be Hs Panker. 


Board of Health, . S. H. Dexter and Selectmen 

School Board, 3. HH: Dexter,*G."W. Hunt; N. Burke 

Auditor S. W. Hutchins 

Constable V. A. Brooks 

Fence Viewers, G. H. Clark, M. C. Bowles, N. Burke 

Librarian W. W. Eastman 
WARRANT 


State of New Hamoushire 


(L. 8S.) To the inhabitants of the Town of Ben- 
ton in the County of Grafton in said State, qualified 
to vote in town affairs: 

You are hereby notified to meet at the Town 
Hall in said Benton, on Tuesday, the eighth day of 
March next, at ten of the clock in the forenoon, to 
act upon the following subjects: 

Article 1. To choose a town clerk for the ensu- 
ing year. 

Article 2. To hear the reports of agents, audi- 
tors, committees or officers heretofore chosen and 
pass any vote relating thereto. 

Article 3 To elect three selectmen; one for 
three years; one for two years and one for one year 

Article 4 To choose one or more highway 
agents. for the ensuing year. 

Article 5 To choose one library trustee fot 
three years. 
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Article 6 ‘To choose one trustee for trust funds 
for three years. 

Article 7 To choose a town treasurer for the 
ensuing year. 

Article 8 ‘To raise such sums of money as may 
be necessary for repairing highways and building 
bridges for the ensuing year. 

Article 9 To see if the town will vote to accept 
the provision of chapter 117, laws of 1917, on section 
of the Moosilauke road so-called and appropriate or 
set aside from the amount raised for highway work 
the sum of $100.00 for this purpose. 

Article 10 To raise such sums of money as may 
be necessary for trunk line maintenance for the en- 
suing year. 

Article 11. To raise such sums of money as may 
be necessary for state aid construction for the en- 
suing year. 

Article 12 To raise such sums of money as may 
be necessary for state aid maintenance for ensuing 
year. ° 
Article 18 To raise such sums of money as 
may be necessary for memorial. 

Article 14 To raise such sums of money as may 
be necessary for other town charges for the ensu- 
ing year. 

Article 15 To bring in your ballots upon each of 
the questions submitted by the convention to revise 
the constitution relative to the amendments proposed 
by said convention at a session held on January 28 
1924. 

Article 16 To choose all other necessary town 
officers and transact any other business thought 
proper when met. 

Given under our hand and seal this 17th day of 
February, 1921. 

LEBINA H. PARKER, 
FLOYD J. HUTCHINS, 
Selectmen of Benton. 
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BUDGET 


Of the Town’ of BentonN. H.— Estimates of revenue 
for the ensuing year, Jaunary 31, 1921 compared with 
actual revenue of the previous year, January 31, 1920. 


Actual Revenue Estimated 
Previous Year Revenne Increase 
SOURCES OF REVENUE 1920 Ensuing 
From State: ; 
Railroad Tax $57 26 $57 26 
Savings Bank Tax 99 86 99 86 
For Trunk Line Main- 
tenance 299 22 600 00 
Rent town hall 7 00 
National forest reserve 141 66 141 66 
From poll taxes 226 00° 350 00 


Revenue applicable only 
to new construction 
and improvements: 

From state for trunk 


line highway const 936 00 936 00 
for state aid highway 
construction | 390 00 390 00 


Revenue which must be 

paid to other govern- 

mental divisions 2310 59 , 2310 59 
Total revenues from all 

sources except property 


taxes 4458 59 4885 37 


Am’t raised by prop- 
erty taxes 3415 55 3415 55 


Total revenues $7874 04 ; $8300 92 
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BUDGET 
Of the Town of Benton N. H.—Estimates of expendi- 
tures for the ensuing year January 31, 1921 to January 
31, 1922, compared with actual expenditures of previous 
year, January 31, 1920 to January 31, 1921. 


Actual Expendi- Estimated Ex- Decrease 


tures Previous penditures 


PuRPOSE EXPENDITURE  Year—1920 Ensuing Year 
Current Maintenance 
expenses :- 
General Government 
Town officers’ salares $244 00 $200 00 
Town officers’ expens 85 78 75 00 
Care, sup. town hall 59 41 10 00 
Vital statistics 2 30 2 50 
Trunk line maintenance: 
State’s contribution 299 22 600 00 
Town’s contribution 300 00 300 00 
Town maintenance 800 00 800 00 
General expenses of high- 
way department 12 00 12 00 
Libraries 15 00 15 00 
Memorial day 15 00 15 00 
Cemeteries 14 00 14 00 
State aid construction 
Town’s contribution 312 00 312 00 
State’s contribution 390 00 390 00 
Trunk line construction 
State’s contribution 936 00 936 00 
Town’s contribution 624 00 624 00 
-Payments to other 
governmental divisions 
two dol. poll tax 88 00 350 00 
State taxes 680 00 600 00 
County taxes 293 68 300 00 
Payments to sch. dists. 1248 91 1300 00 
Total expenditures $6419 30 $6555 50 
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INVENTORY 


Of the Town of Benton, April 1, 1920 


Polls number 2 at $3.00 - 
Polls number 62 at $5.00 


Total poll tax $316.00 
Land and buildings, less exemptions $178,294.0C 
72 horses 14,800.00 


6 oxen 950.0C 


174 Cows 12,560.00 
62 other neat stock 2,390.00 
5 vehicles 300.00 
5) portable mills 9709.00 
Wood and lumber 8,500.00 
Money on hand, at interest, or on deposit 5998.00 
‘Total exclusive of exemption $215,977.0C 


Amount of taxes committed to collector $4,640.55 
Average rate percent of taxes for all purposes Oz 


Amount exempted to soldiers $900.00 
Appropriations for 1920 
Highways and bridges $700.00 
Patroling unimproved Moosilauke road 100.00 
Trunk line road 624.00 
Trunk line maintenance 300.00 
State aid construction 312.00 
Memorial Day 15.0C 
Library 15.0C 
‘Town charges 300.00 
.State tax 600.00 
Special state tax 80.00 
County tax 293.68 
Overlay 207.49 
$3,947.17 
$384.36 
Town School District 
$5.00 on each $1,000 of valuation $1,047.38 
$2.00 per pupil enrolled “  46.0C 


$1,093.38 


— 


FINANCIAL REPORT 


This is to certify that the information contained 
in this report was taken from official records and is 
complete and correct to the best of our knowledge 
and belief. 


LEBINA H. PARKER, 
FLOYD J. HUTCHINS, 


Selectmen. 
S..H. DEXTER, 
Treasurer. | 
Date January 31, 1924 
Assets. 
Cash: | 
In hands of treasurer (Do not include 
sinking funds $1,032.38 


Accounts Due to the Town: 
Joint highway accounts, unexpended 


balances in state treasury $300.78: 

Over paid by mistake 20.00 
State aid é 43.49 
Trunk line 936.00 
Total assets $2,002.65 
‘This grand total $2,332.65 
Net Debt—Surplus, January 31, 1920 $324.3C 
Net Debt—Surplus, January 31, 1921 $2,332.65 
Increase—Decrease of debt, of surplus $2,008.35 


Not laid out on highway. 


Liabilities. 
Accounts Owed by the Town: 
State and Town Joint Highway ecouties 
Unexpended ‘balances in [State 


Treasury $1,300.27 

Unexpended balances in Town 

Treasury ep eoUG. AT 
Total liabilities ; $4,709.44 


excess of assets over liabilities (Surplus) $623.21 


Should equal this grand total . $2,332.65 


8 
Receipts, 


Current Revenue: 
From Local Taxes: | 
Property taxes committed to collector, 
1920 


$4,640.55 
Less discounts and abatements, 1920 229.00 
Property taxes, current year, actually 
collected 4,415.59 
Poll taxes, current year, actually col- 
lected, two at 3.0C 
Poll taxes, current year, actually col- 
lected, 44 at 9.00 
Total above collections $4,415.55 
From State: 
For state aid construction $286.15 
For trunk line maintenance 240.22 
Railroad tax . 97.26 
Savings bank tax 99.86 
Bounties 37.10 
From Local Sources Except Taxes: 
Dog licenses 33.92 
Rent of town hall 7.00 
Permits for registration of motor ve- 
hicles 90.87 
National forest reserve for schools and 
highways 144.66 
3 bunches of shingle at $5.50 4 AZ 
$962.96 
Total Current Revenue Receipts $5,378.51 
Payments. 
Current Maintenance Expenses: 
General Government: 
Town officers’ salaries $244.00 
Town officers’ expenses 85.78 
Expenses town hall and other’ town 
buildings 59.41 
Protection of Persons and Property: 
Bounties 32.0C 
Health: ° 
Vital statistics . 2.3C 


Highways and Bridges: 
Trunk line maintenance 392.02 
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‘own maintenance 761.49: 
Town aid maintenance 247.85 
General expenses of highway depart- 
‘ment, including watering troughs 12.00 
Libraries: | 
| Libraries | HAG-OC 


Patriotic Purposes: 
Aid to G. A. R., and Memontn Day 


exerelses 45.06 
Public Service Enterprises: 
Cemeteries, including hearse ite 14.00 
Unelassified: 
Auto permits Pa ks 


Total Current Maintenance Expenses — $1,883.61 
Receipts Other than Current Revenue: 

‘Miscellaneous $0.4C 

Total Receipts other than Current Revenue = $0.4C 


Total Receipts from all Sources $5,378.91 
Cash on hand February 1,°4920 © 298.02 
This grand total $5,676.98 


- Outlay for New Construction and Perma- 
nent Improvements: 
_ Highways and bridges—State: Aid con- 


struction $450.35 
Total Outlay Payments | $490.85 
Payment to Other Governmental ‘Divisions: 
44 ‘Poll tax at $2.00 $88.00 
' Taxes paid to state 680.0C 
Taxes paid to County 293.68 
“Payments to School Districts 1,248.91 
Total Payments to Other Governmental 
Divisions $2,310.59 
Total Payments for all Purposes $4,644.55 
~ Cash on hand January 31, 1921 $1,032.38 
- Should’ equal this grand total | $5,676.98 
Schedule of Town Property. 
Description Value 
Town Hall, Lands and Buildings $4,000.00 
Furniture and Equipment 200.0C 
Libraries, Me gt 
Furniture and Equipment 250.00 


Highway Department, 


10 
1 road machine, 2 scrapers 200.00 
Total $1 ,650.0C 
N. Burke, Road Agent 
March: 
Breaking roads, N. Burke, 414 days at $3.00 $413.50 
N. Burke, 3 hours OC 


John Boutin, 2 days at $3.00 6.00 
Napoleon Boutin, 334 days at $3.00 AL 25 
Joseph Boutin, 344 days at $3.00 9.75 
L. W. Hutchins, 1 day, 3 hours at $3.00 4.00 
F. J. Hutchins, 4 hours at $3.00 a day 1.83 
J. E. Elliott, 4 day, 3 hours at $3.00 4.0 - 
$50.73 
Apri: 
N. Burke, 2 days at $4.00 $8.00 
Q. C. Hill, 4% day at $4.00 2.00 
John Boutin, 1% days at $4.00 6.00 
$16.00 
June: 

N. Burke and team, 8 days at $5.25 $42.00 
N. Burke, 24% days at $4.00 9.00 
N. Burke, logs for bridges 1.50 
C. C. Hill and horse, 7 days at $5.25 36.70 
C. C. Hill, 24%4 days at $4.00 9,00 
C. C. Hill, horse 1 day at $4.75 4.75 
John Boutin and team 4144 days at $7. ae) 29.75 
John Boutin, 144 day at $4.00 4.00 
(LH. Parker, 34 days at $4.00 3.00 
L. W. Hutchins, 4% days at $4.00 19.00 
F. J. Hutchins, 434 days at $4.00 49.00 
$187.75 


August, September and October: 
N. Burke, 4 days at $4.00 $16.00 
F. J. Hutchins and team, 154 days at 
$7.00 42.25 


$28.25 


Total paid to N. Burke . $266.73 
J. E. Cox, Road Agent. 
March: 


Breaking roads, J. K. Cox and team, 1% 


days at $6.00 $9.0C 
V. A. Brooks, 4 day at $3.00 3.00 
W.W.E astman, 1 day at $3.00 3.00 
L. A. Collins, 2 days at $3.00 6.00 
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kK. L. Howe, 2 days at $3.00 6.00 
S. H. Dexter and team 11% days at $6.00 9.00 
S. H. Parker, 2 days at $3.00 6.00 
F. J. Hutchins and team 6.75 
J. Boutin and help, 4% days at $3.00 13.50 
J. E. Elliott and help 14% days at $6.00 9.00 
J. E. Elliott, 144% days at $3.00 4.50 
N. Burke and team 9.75 
C. C. Hill and team, 2 days at $4.50 9.00 
Kk. A. Mardin and team, 20.20 
M. C. Bowles and team, 17.00 
sag $136.70 
Russel Dexter $4.90 
G. H. Clark % day | | 1.50 
May: 
G. H. Clark, 4% day at $4.00 2.0C 
L. H. Parker, % day at $4.00 2.00 
June and July: : | 
L. H. Parker, 4 days at $4.00 16.00 
k. L. Howe, 2 days at $4.00 8.0C 
W. W. Eastman, 7 days, at $4.00 28.00 
L. A. Colljns, 74% days, at $4.00 30.00 
J. EK. Cox, 4 horses and 1 man, 7 days 104.5C 
J. IK. Cox, 14% days at $4.00 6.00 
$199.5C 
November: 
J. E. Cox and team 1% day at $8.00 $4.00 
K. L. Morse, logs and plank 2.44 
L. A. Collins, % day at $4.00 2,0C 
IK. A. Mardin, 1 day 3.0C 
I. A. Mardin, horses 1% day ghey fa 
A. U. Mardin, 1 day 3.90 
N. Burke, 1144 days 9.20 
L. H. Parker, 1%4 days 6.0C 
M. C. Bowles, 3 loads gravel AD 
K. L. Howe, sp. palls for bridges 2.00 
$30.89 
December: 
J. EK. Cox, 34 days at $4.00 $3.00 
V. A. Brooks, *%4 days at $4.00 3.00 


L. A. Collins, 34 days at $4.00 3.00 
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H. A. Morrill, 1 day at $4.00 : 4,00 
| $13.90 
. Total paid to J. E. Cox. road agent $3380.09 


GeN. Belyea, Road ie 


January: : 
: Breaking roads, G. N. -Belyea : and teain, | 
I day ‘al O7. 00 iat $7.00 

C. M. Belyea, 1 day at $3. 00 -* 38,00 
February: 

G. N. Belyea and tea, 2 days at $7.00. 14.00 
March: | 7. 
 G. N. Belyea and team, 114 ee at 87 OO 4O5C 

G. N. Belyea, 4 days at $3.00 12.0C 

C. M. Belyea, 1 day at $38.00 3.00 

Ernest Coats, 1 day at $3.00 3.0C 

Aaron FE astman, 1144 days at $38.00 | he EC 

William ane 4 day, 2 hours at $3. 00. 3.67 

W.H. Belyea, 1Y% days at $3.00 ASC 

$65.17 
May and June: | 

G. N. Belyea and team, 44% days at 87 OQ SoL.G 

W.H. Belyea, 1 day al 54.00 4.00 

C. M. Belyea, 34 days at $4.00 14.00 

$49.50 

Total paid to G. N. Belyea $114.67 

‘Total paid Cox, Burke and Belyea $761.4£ 
G. N, Belyea, use of water trough for 1920 $3.0C 

- V. A. Brookes, use of water trough for 1920: ; 3.00 
Jennie Cox, use of water trough for 1920 — . 3.00 
R. M. Tewksbury, use of water trough for. 4 

1920 Wade, 3.0C 
Total paid out for use of water troughs = $12.00 


LEBINA H. PARKER, 
FLOYD J. HUTCHINS, 
Selectmen of Benton. 


‘I have examined the foregoing accounts and find 
thou correctly cast and properly vouched, | 
D. W. HUTCHINS, 
Auditor. 
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TRUNK LINE MAINTENANCE. 


State Town  . Total 


Appropriated 1920 —- $600.00 $300.00 | $900.0C 
Total Expended ....  . 299.22 149.61 - 448.82 
Balance due * ” $300.78 $150.30 $451.17 


Over paid $20.00 to be credited to Benton 1921 “acdauet 
..The above expense is paid under direction of the 

State Highway Department on Moosilauke state road 

so called, 

) GN. BELYEA, FoPera. 


Trunk Line Con evar ‘tion. 


fa ie ) _ State ° Town Total 
Appropriated, 1920 ~~ $936.00 $624.00 $1,560.00 
Balance due 936.00 O24. OO 41 500. 00 


Town Maintenance of Dover Trunk Line. 


. State Pawn Total 
Appropriated, 1920 $100.00 . $400.00 
Total EKxpended he 100.00 100.0C 

The above expense is paid under direction of the 
State Highway Department on Moosilauke state road 
so called. 

G. N., BELYEA, Foreman. | 


State Aid Construction. | 


Dy State Town Total 
Balance from 1919 ay vd een op A Ss aaa tots Brey | 


Appropriated, 1920 » © 390.00 » 312.00 - 702.00 

Total $441.28 $329.08 $740. 31 
Total Expended $367.79 $294.25 ehegettes O4 
Balance Due $43.49 $34.78 $78.27 


‘The above expense is paid under direction of the 
State Highway Department on road from Benton to 
Bath and Woodsville. 


NAPOLEON BURKE, Foreman. 
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TRUSTEES REPORT OF TRUST FUNDS 


The Ira Whitcher fund, care of Mountain 
View Cemetery: 
Jash on hand, January 31, 1920 
Received interest on $500 U. S. bond 


Total received 
Paid Out as Follows: 
D. L. Wiggins, grinding town mower 
F. F. Wells, grass seed 
W. W. Eastman, % day 


L. H. Parker, sexton 
Total paid out 


Cash on hand, January 31, 1921 


$46.96 


21.26 


$68.22 


$1.76 
1.00 
2.0C 


12.50 


$17.2€ 


$50.9€ 


L. H. PARKER, Trustee. 


Received of the Whitcher & Mann Fund, 
interest from $500 U.S. bond, for care 
of lot in Mountain View Cemetery 


Total received 
L. H. Parker, care of W. & M. lot 
For schools 
Tor highways 
Total received 
Paid Out: 
For schools 
For highways 


Total paid out 
Interest from $1,750 U. S. Bonds for high- 


way 

From W. & M. lot in Mountain View Ceme- 
elery 

From care of Mountain View Cemetery 


Total received 
Paid Out: 
W. L. Stinson & Sons, 3 bags cement at 
$1.83 1-3 


Total paid out 
Cash on hand January 31,1921 
Received of L. H. Parker, rent of Mountain 


$21.26 


$21 .25 


$7.00 
(fal 
7.13 
$42.50 


View field $50.0C 


Total received $50.00 
Paid Out: 
C. H. Parker, for dressing and delivering $20.0C 
C. H. Farker, sexton, care of Prescott 
Parker, Spoffard Cowen, David Bow- 
man and other lots in Mountain View 


Cemetery 30.0C 
Total paid out $90.00 
Received of Lisbon Savings Bank, inter- 
est on $134.71, J. CG. Speed fund $5.42 
Total received $9.42 
Paid Out: 
L. H. Parker, sexton, care of J. C. Speed 
lot in Mountain View Cemetery $9.42 
Total paid out $0.42 
Interest from $1,750 U.S. bond for school $74.37 
From W. & M. lot in Mountain View Ceme- 
tery Age 
From care of Mountain View Cemetery 21.25 
Total received $102.74 
Paid Out: 
Paid school treasurer for schools $102.74 
Total paid out $102.74 


WILLIAM N. EASTMAN, 
LEBINA H. PARKER, 
Trustees of Trust Funds of Benton. 


T have examined the foregoing accounts and find 
them properly cast and correctly vouched. 
D. W. HUTCHINS, Auditor. 


pS 


Salaries and Expenses of Town Officers 


W. W. Eastman, clerk $35.0C 
W. W. Eastman, postage and stationary 9.0C 
G. H. Clark, supervisor 12.0C 
S. J. Hutchins, supervisor 12.00 
V. A. Brooks, supervisor 12.00 
V. A. Brooks, dog constable | 5.0C 


Warren News, printing town reports 98.28 


16 


I. E. Elliott, selectman Pe th 5.08 
I’. J. Hutchins, selectman Bee 
F. J. Hutchins, team 2.0C 
S. H. Dexter, treasurer 20.0C 
CC tyiers collector Aw 90.00 
D. W. Hutchins, auditor 4.80 
L. H. Parker, selectman . 54.0C 
L. H. Parker, postage, stationary and cash 1 BRS 
Ic. CQ. Kastman, check lists 6.3C 
Ki}. C. Eastman, dog license book | 1 56 
W. J. Randolph, transfers 92 
Total ear aren So $329.78 
LIBRARY REPORT | 
Of Benton Town Library: 
Number books in library la 
Number books in circulation, 1920 18 
Number books out at present time 7 4 
Benton, ‘Nio Peb. 4, 4921; 

WILLIAM W. EASTM: AN, Librarian. 
Cash on hand, January 31, 1920 . $31.62 
Library fund 15.00 
Total received ; $16.62 

Paid Out: , . , 
W. W. Eastman, librarian nt Bee 
Total paid out | | $12.00 
Cash on hand, January 31, 1921 $34.62 

WILLIAM W. EASTMAN, 
Library Trusiee. 
ee ware ARKER, Treasurer 
Report of Dog Licenses Issued, 1920 

~{ young dog | $1.82 
13 dogs ‘at $2.00 | 6.00 
2 female dogs at $5.00 {0.08 


Total paid out. ae $87, 82 


Paid Out: 
Town clerk fees $4.00 
Balance paid town treasurer 30.32 
Total paid out 337,82. 
* WILLIAM W. EASTMAN, Clerk. 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Year Ending January 31, 1921 
Cash on hand : $298.02 
C. C. Tyler, collector, 1920 4,640.55 
From state 862.41& 
From local sources except taxes 100.84 
Total received | $5,901.52 
Payments 
67 orders of selectmen $4,869.15 
Balance in bank 1,082.38 
Total $5,904.52 


S. H. DEXTER, Town Treasurer. 


I have examined the foregoing account and fitd 
it correctly cast and properly vouched. There is a 
balance of $1,032.58 in the hands of the treasurer. 
D. W. HUTCHINS, Auditor. 
» Benton, N. H., Feb. 12, 19214. 


Financial Report of the Benton School District for 
the Year Beginning Sept. 1, 1919 and 
Ending Aug. 31, 1920 


Receipts 
From the State: 
For qualified teachers $72.00 
From equalization fund mi 394.10 


$466.10 
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For taxation: 
For the support of elementary schools, 


the $5 per $4,000 tax 1,040.90 
For repairs 100.00 
The $2 per capita tax 68.0C 

$4,208.90 
From Other Sources: . 
Dog licenses $64.7C 
Klementary school tuitions 63.5C 
Income from local trust funds 100.82 
National forest reserve 90.82 
From other sources 37.49 
$322.4C 
| $1,997.40 
Cash on hand Sept. 4, 1919 12.0C 
Grand total ' $2,009.4C 
Payments 

Salaries of district officers $31.00 
Superintendent's excess salary 20.0C 
Truant officer and school census 6.00 
Other expenses of administration 30.60 
Teachers’ salaries 1,232.00 
Text books 70.94 
Scholars’ supplies 30. of 

Flags Bin 
Other expenses of instruction 22 KC 
Janitor service 36.7E 
Fuel 110.00 
Janitors’ supplies 6.05 
Minor repairs and expenses 32.0 
Medieal inspection 6.00 
Alterations of old buildings 149.31 
S2 per capila tax 68.00 
$1,860.07 
Cash on hand Aug. 31, 1920 149.32 


$2,009.40 
S. H. DEXTER, 
WILLIAM W. EASTMAN, 


NAPOLEON BURKE, 
School Board of Benton. 
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I have examined the foregoing account and find 


them properly cast and correctly vouched. 
D. W. HUTCHINS, Auditor. 


—_ 


REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 


To the School Board and Citizens of Benton: 

I am herewith presenting for your consideration 
a brief report of the schools during the year and a 
half I have been your superintendent: 

During the schoo] year, 1919-20, two schools 
were in session 386 weeks, one at Benton Street, the 
other at Benton Flats. Thirty pupils were registered 
with an average membership of about 23. Many of 
the text books were changed and others added in 
order to fill the state requirement. This made some 
extra expense for that year. 

The impossibility of finding a boarding place for 
a teacher on Benton Flats at the opening of the year 
1920-21. made it necessary to transport the pupils to 
East Haverhill and Glencliff. At present, there are 
four attending at the former school and nine at the 
later. The expense is very nearly the same as that 
of running a school. However, another year it will 
doubtless be better to reopen the school, if the mat- 
ter of a suitable boarding place can be arranged. 

There are thirteen pupils registered at the Stree! 
this year. The work in this schoo] is unusually good 
owing to the excellent teaching of Miss Webster. 
Thé school nurse said that from a health standpoint 
it was by far the best rural schoo] she had visited. 

Two pupils are attending high school from Ben- 
ton this year, Theda Page at Woodsville and Charles 
Belyea at Haverhill. There are other graduates of 
the local schools who would make an excellent record 
at high school, if they would but attempt it. 

You will note that the fiscal year ends Aug. 31 
instead of at mid-winter as formerly and that the ap- 
propriations made at the March meeting are not 
available for use until Sept. 1 following. This change 
complicates the finances somewhat. For state aid 
the new law requires a tax of $5 per $1,000, which 
may be used for teachers’ salaries, janitors, fuel, 

*books and supplies, flags, transportation and tuition 
of elementary pupils and for health supervision 
The towns must raise special appropriations for high 


20 
school tuition, officers’ salaries, new equipment 
building and remodeling school houses, debt and in- 
terest charges and for the $2 per pupil tax. The dog 
tax and local income may be used for some of these 
items. 

The town of Benton in 1919-20 paid the state 
$174.20 for the state educational fund, $68.00 for the 
$2 tax, and $20.00 for the superintendent’s salary— 
$262.20 in all. The state paid the town, $466.10 or 
$203.90 more than was paid out and furnished a 
superintendent fee. This shows that the new equal- 
ization law does really aid the smaller towns. 

I have very much appreciated the helpful co- 
operation of the School Board and citizens in the 
work of the year. 

Respectfully submitted, © 


NORMAN.-J. PAGE. 
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